Responsive Prayer

Good Samaritans are needed in breaking down prejudice, alienation,
stigma and dehumanizing forces in society.

You are invited to come forward, light a taper and place it in the
sand, while naming a situation where you see Good Samaritans are

needed.

We sing The Good Samaritan

George Stuart

(used with permission)  Tune: Stuttgart AHB 200, 216, 265, 447 TiS 272, 291, 349

1. Jesus told compelling stories;
Told to challenge, and refute
Many common-held opinions.
What he said could cause dispute.

2. Once a Jew, attacked by robbers,
Lay with injuries severe;

Temple leaders pause a little.

“Do not touch. Our law is clear.”

3. So they pass, show no compassion;
Keep the Law’s strict formula;

Then a stranger shows some pity;
He was from Samaria.

Notices

Sending out

4. Oil & wine for wounds, then
dressings;

Taken to an inn for care.

“Do not sell him into slavery.

| will pay. On this | swear.”

5. People list’'ning to the story

Told by Jesus, would complain;
“Foreign outcasts are not worthy

Of such praise. They should be slain!”

6. Everyone is deemed a neighbour;
They need never know my name.
Jesus' message, clear and simple;

'I must go and do the same.’

We go from this place to continue along life’s road.

For the journey of faith
For the journey of life
For the journey of love

We give thanks.
We give thanks.
We give thanks. Amen.
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Welcome

Acknowledgement of country

Many have gone before who have honoured God by caring for this
land, in the ways they have lived and the stories they have shared.
We give thanks for the Kaurna people, who have held as sacred the
duty of protecting the Land, and living in harmony with it.



https://womeninthebible.net/bible-people/good_samaritan__jesus_gospels/

Acknowledgement of diversity

We recognise our diversity and, acknowledging the Uniting
Church’s Safe Church Policy, we accept that this is a safe place in
which all people can worship together, irrespective of race, creed,
age, ability, sexuality, cultural background, or any other
distinguishing feature.

We light the candle - John 1:5 (NIV)

The light shines in the darkness, & the darkness has not overcome it.

Call to worship - Micah 6:8

One: He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.
And what does the LORD require of you?

All: To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with
your God.

Intro to Topic - Esmond
Bible reading Parable of the Good Samaritan - Luke 10:25-37

We sing Who Is Thy Neighbour william Bourn Oliver Peabody
(1799 — 1847)

1. Who is thy neighbour? He whom thou

Hast power to aid or bless; 4. Thy neighbour? Yonder

Whose aching heart or burning brow toiling slave,

Thy soothing hand may press. Fettered in thought & limb;
Whose hopes are all beyond

2. Thy neighbour? 'Tis the fainting poor the grave,

Whose eye with want is dim; Go thou, and ransom him.

O enter thou his humble door,

With aid and peace for him. 5. Thy neighbour? Pass no

mourner by;
3. Thy neighbour? He who drinks the cup Perhaps thou canst redeem
When sorrow drowns the brim; A breaking heart from
With words of high, sustaining hope, misery;

Go thou and comfort him. Go, share thy lot with him.

Prayer

One: As individuals and as societies we have met the man on the
road to Jericho many times. We meet this man figuratively
stripped, beaten up, and left for dead.

All: May we be God’s love-bearing presence along the roads of
our lives.

One: When we see this man on the road it is easy to pass by on the
other side, keeping our distance.

All: May we be God’s love-bearing presence along the roads of
our lives.

One: Although we pity the man on the road, we realise that if we
reach out to him it will take time and money, so it is easier to
pass quickly by.

All: May we be God’s love-bearing presence along the roads of
our lives.

Presentation & Discussion

Introduction by Peter:

Q1 Given that the Good Samaritan story tells us that our neighbour
is anyone who needs our help, do you help out financially?

Q2 ... do you continue to help people who appear to be irresponsible
with money?

Q3 ... do you help when you discover that you are possibly being
repeatedly ‘used’ to provide cheap transport, in lieu of using the
less convenient public transport?

Q4 Do you think being a Good Samaritan is more clear cut in the
Bible story with someone lying half dead on the road, than it is
in some of our day to day circumstances?

Introduction by Meredith:

Q5 How prepared should we be to endanger our own lives? Do we
have any responsibility to our loved ones and ourselves in
coming to the assistance of those in danger?

Q6 Should there be any difference between assisting our loved ones
and assisting those we don’t know?







